
LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
Sixty-seventh Legislature First Regular Session - 2023

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HOUSE BILL NO. 156

BY WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

AN ACT1
RELATING TO PREDATORY WILDLIFE; AMENDING SECTION 36-201, IDAHO CODE, TO2

CLASSIFY RATTLESNAKES AS PREDATORY WILDLIFE; AND DECLARING AN EMER-3
GENCY AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.4

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho:5

SECTION 1. That Section 36-201, Idaho Code, be, and the same is hereby6
amended to read as follows:7

36-201. FISH AND GAME COMMISSION AUTHORIZED TO CLASSIFY WILDLIFE. (1)8
With the exception of predatory animals, the Idaho fish and game commission9
is hereby authorized to define by classification or reclassification all10
wildlife in the state of Idaho. Such definitions and classifications shall11
include:12

(a) Game animals13
(b) Game birds14
(c) Game fish15
(d) Fur-bearing animals16
(e) Migratory birds17
(f) Threatened or endangered wildlife18
(g) Protected nongame species19
(h) Unprotected wildlife20

Predatory wildlife shall include:21
1. Coyote22
2. Jackrabbit23
3. Skunk24
4. Weasel25
5. Starling26
6. Raccoon27
7. Rattlesnake28
(2) Notwithstanding the classification assigned to wolves, all meth-29

ods of take including, but not limited to, all methods utilized by the United30
States fish and wildlife service and the United States department of agri-31
culture wildlife services, shall be authorized for the management of wolves32
in accordance with existing laws or approved management plans. In addition,33
any method utilized for the take of any wild canine in Idaho shall be avail-34
able for the taking of wolves.35

(3) Wolf trapping season shall be open year-round on all private prop-36
erty, as long as individuals are in compliance with the permission require-37
ments contained in section 36-1603, Idaho Code, before entering private38
property. It is the expectation of the legislature that wolf collaring will39
be used as one of the proactive management tools for packs that are predis-40
posed to depredation on domestic livestock and for assisting with population41
counts.42
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SECTION 2. An emergency existing therefor, which emergency is hereby1
declared to exist, this act shall be in full force and effect on and after2
July 1, 2023.3


